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The Editors have retracted this Article. After publica-
tion, concerns were raised regarding the data presented 
in Figs. 2, 3 and 5. Specifically:

• Fig.  2a and b appear highly similar to Fig.  6a in [1] 
and Fig. 4c in [2].

• Fig.  3a appears to contain straight line breaks and 
duplicated patterns in the background of the gel.

• Fig. 5a appears highly similar to Fig. 5a of [1] repre-
senting different cell lines.

The authors provided the raw data to address these 
concerns, but the images contained further overlap with 
[1]. The Editors therefore no longer have confidence in 
the presented data.

Author Faqing Tang has not specifically stated whether 
they agree with the retraction. Authors Weiwei Wang, Yu 
Chen and Hongfu Xie have not responded to any corre-
spondence from the Editor or Publisher about this retrac-
tion. The Publisher has not  been able to obtain current 

email addresses for authors Bin Wu, Ji Li and Damao 
Huang.
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